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2. OUTLINE OF PHONEMES 
2.1 Chart of phonemes 



CONSONANTS : 
















Bilabial 


Al 


veolar 


Velar 


Glottal 


Stops Vs. 


P 






t 


k 


9 


Vd. 


b 






d 


g 




Fricatives Vs. 








s 






Vd. 








dz 






Nasals 


m 






n 


Q 




Lateral 
Vibrant 








1 
r 






Semi-Vowels 


w 






y 







VOWELS : 

High 

Mid 

Low 



Front 
i i: 

e e: 

ae ae: 



Non- front 
u u: 

o o: 
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2.1.1 Symbolization of phonemes 

For the purpose of this paper the following phonemes are repre- 
sented by these symbols: 

/pV Ivl 

1^1 /k/ 

/?/ /r/ 

/w/ /w/ 

III Jyl 

2.2 Contrastive features 

2.2.1 Consonants 

Consonants contrast in manner of articulation between voiceless- 
lightly-aspirated and voiced stops; voiceless grooved fricative and 
voiced grooved affricate; nasals; lateral; vibrant; and semi-vowels. 

The stops and nasals contrast at bilabial, alveolar, and velar 
points of articulation. The stops also include the glottal point of 
articulation. The fricative, affricate, lateral, and vibrant have no 
contrastive counterpoints. The semi -vowels contrast at bilabial and 
alveolar points of articulation. 

2.2.2 Vowels 

Vowels contrast as to high, mid, and low positions. They also 
contrast as to front and non-front at each position. Length is con- 
trastive for all vowels in the initial syllable of words and also in 
the initial syllable of each stem in compound words. 
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